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Grantee: Ragussi  Association 
Sector: Agriculture (Shea Butter) 
Country: Burkina Faso 
Photographer: Nana Kofi Acquah 
 
Aptly named, Ragussi means 
“women, arise” in Moree. Led by 
Caroline “Bebe” Diallo, Ragussi was 
established by her mother who 
turned the traditional practice of shea 
processing into a successful business 
that supplies high-end foreign compa-
nies such as L’Occitane. The associa-
tion is made up of more than 2,000 
women from different villages, with 
many of them 20-year veterans. Pho-
tographer Nana follows the process 
through members Sanata and Alizeta, 
as well as photographs the ambitious 
Bebe on her quest to promote her 
own shea-based cosmetic line. 

Meet the small producers engaged in global trade…  

Most agree that African’s greatest need is to generate jobs for its growing population.  One way to achieve this goal is to grow the segments of the economy where Africans are already 

employed. The Agriculture sector is the single largest employer, engaging over 600 million small holder producers who contribute about a third of the continent’s GDP, valued at 

some $500 billion.  The Artisan sector is the second largest employer on the continent, representing a $37 billion industry.    

The simple answer to increasing agricultural and artisan employment across Africa is to increase access to regional and global trade for smallholders and local artisans. Engaging these 

groups in trade can have a transformational development impact. USADF supports such hardworking cooperatives with grant funding and technical assistance across Africa. Meet mem-

bers of four of these groups in our exhibit: 

Grantee: Gahaya Links 
Sector: Artisan (Weaving) 
Country: Rwanda 
Photographer: Andrew Esiebo 
 
Basket weaving in rural Rwanda is an 
old tradition that most women never 
anticipated would bring them eco-
nomic empowerment. Gahaya Links 
Co. Ltd. was established by Joy and 
Janet, two sisters from Kigali who 
combined their design and marketing 
expertise to organize rural women 
into associations that today produce 
high-quality crafts for export to the 
global market, including European 
and US stores such as Macy’s and 
Anthropologie. Photographer Andrew 
follows Monica, the president of Ko-
tamu cooperative in Ruhango district, 
which is one of  the groups Gahaya 
works with. 

Grantee: RWASHOSCCO 
Sector: Agriculture (Coffee) 
Country: Rwanda 
Photographer: Andrew Esiebo 
 
Through a National strategy, the gov-
ernment of Rwanda has been able to 
hone its specialty coffee, winning 
many coveted international awards. 
Rwanda Small holder Specialty Coffee 
Company (RWASHOSCCO) is a group 
of six cooperatives, representing 
nearly 14,000 farmers, that has been 
able to export to the US and Europe 
and aims to enter the Japanese mar-
ket. Photographer Andrew focuses on 
Maria and Gideoni, two members of 
the Dukunde Kana cooperative who 
were both deeply affected by the 
1994 Genocide and have since been 
able to transform their lives.  

Grantee: Ponsomtenga Association 
Sector: Artisan (Weaving) 
Country: Burkina Faso 
Photographer: Nana Kofi Acquah 
 
Led by President, Aminata, the wom-
en weavers of Ponsomtenga are 
skilled at weaving on traditional 
looms and proudly ship their prod-
ucts as far away as Japan, including 
Europe and the US. Their main source 
of income, however, is still the local 
market which remains difficult to 
penetrate during the rainy seasons. 
The group of 28, however, stay dedi-
cated to the business, undergoing 
trainings to improve their techniques 
and marketing strategies. Nana docu-
ments an average day in the life of 
Aminata and Pelagie, one of the 
weavers of Ponsomtenga.  
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